522                                MODERN TUEKEY

an Armenian living side by side will, after a year's time,
bring about a situation whereby the Armenian will have
all the money. In my opinion it is impossible to ex-
aggerate the importance of this debtor and creditor
relationship. The Turk is the more honest of the two;
the Armenian is the more alert, the shrewder, and the
harder worker. A perplexing problem of the new order
in Turkey is the latent economic ability of the Turkish
Moslems.

But the economic factor alone probably would not have
disturbed markedly the lethargy of Turkish peasant or
officeholder, had not the Armenians conceived the thought
of their separate State, carved out of Turkey. The Turk
has always been very much exercised when the question
of partition has been raised. The formation of Arme-
nian secret societies with branches abroad has aroused
his wrath to action. To those who can study these forces
calmly, does his attitude seem strange or abnormal?
Most Americans can remember as if it were yesterday
the daring scheme of the Imperial German Government
to embroil Japan and Mexico into an attack upon the
United States promising, if successful, a generous slice
of territory in our Southern States. I wonder what the
Texans would have done about it? Without pretending
that there is any more than a suggestive parallel, for we
must remind ourselves of the legitimate Armenian aspira-
tions as well as the military traditions of the Ottomans,
there is the universal dread of losing any part of the
national domain. Without attempting in any way to
excuse unpardonable acts, the writer prefers to let these
conditions be recorded with a proper perspective. Ac-
cording to Near Eastern standards, human life is worth
far less than territory.

The Armenian tragedy in Turkey is the inevitable out-
come of uncontrolled propaganda. Stimulated into a
sense of growing independence and of false security be-